
 

 

Literary Analysis Essay (LAE) 
AP Literature and Composition – Fall 2019 

Objectives 
The overriding objective of this paper is for students to use the analysis of literature as a vehicle of critical 
thinking on a sophisticated level.  It is a college level literary research and analysis essay. Through the 
process of completing this paper, students should: 

▪ Develop an arguable, original thesis and develop coherent support for that thesis, sustaining focus in a 
paper of substantial length  

▪ Synthesize ideas from multiple peer reviewed sources 
▪ Ground analysis in close reading of language 
▪ Write with clarity, fluency, and a sophisticated tone 

 
Class Requirements for 2019 
 

▪ Students will select, read, and analyze one full-length imaginative work of literary merit (a novel or a play 
similar to those works found on the AP Literature exam), which they will read multiple times.  

▪ Students will develop a research question to explore an aspect of the work 
▪ Students will find and read three to six pieces of literary criticism closely and synthesize information from 

these sources into their own unique argument as evidence. 
▪ Students must complete two entries in an electronic journal (thought journals 1 and 2)  
▪ Students will write, revise, and edit multiple drafts of their paper through this process. 

 
Topic Selection, Exploration Activities, and Drafting Deadlines 
 
Research Question Declaration Form:  The attached form must be completed and submitted.  Any changes 
to your topic made after this submission must be approved. You should have completed your first full 
reading of the novel, as well as located viable, academically credited sources from peer reviewed journals of 
which you attach proof.                         (HARD COPY) Due date: Monday, September 16 at start of class 

 
Thought Journal #1: This is a thoughtful, in-depth exploration of your focus text.  The paper should explore 
a few key ideas in or aspects of the text that you find most compelling.  Quotes from the text must be 
integrated. Will follow MLA Format.        (TURNITIN.COM) Due: Monday, September 30 before school 

 
Thought Journal #2:  Read between three and six pieces of literary criticism on your text, then write the 
second entry, summarizing and engaging with the ideas in these pieces. This second assignment asks you to 
refine your thinking about the focus text after this additional reading. This journal entry will follow MLA 
format and have a full works cited page.        (TURNITIN.COM) Due: Monday, October 28 before school 

 
800 Draft:  This is a partial draft of your actual analysis paper. It should be approximately 800 words and 
have your opening with a finalized thesis and at least one full body paragraph with appropriately cited 
references to at least one of your sources. It should again have your full works cited page attached at the end 
of the document and follow MLA format. (TURNITIN.COM) Due:  Friday, November 15 by end of class 
 
Full Rough Draft: Now, having read all of the texts, you will refine and develop your thesis into a full 
rough draft of your paper. While it is a rough draft, it is a complete draft in terms of content and word count.                                  
                                                            (TURNITIN.COM) Due: Friday December 6 by end of class 

        (HARD COPY) Due:  Monday, December 9 
 

Final draft:  Full, edited final draft. (HARD COPY & TURNITIN.COM) Due:  Thursday, December 12 
 



 

 

Research Question Declaration Form 
Form is due in class on September 16, 2019 with attached sources 

 
  

Your Name: ______________________________________   
 
Name of your chosen novel/play: ______________________________________ 
 
Write your Research Question in the space provided below: 
  
  
  
Write a brief explanation of how you developed your research question in the space provided 
below: 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Remember you must staple abstracts and/or citation info with first full page of at least 5 
scholarly articles or you will get a zero on this assignment and will not have your research 
approved until you do so.  
  
By signing below, I agree that I will pursue this topic to the completion of a final draft of literary 
exploration paper.  If I feel the need to change my topic, I will submit a new form after 
conferencing with the teacher.  
  
I further pledge that I will complete this paper independently, using tutors, parents, and other 
human and media resources as guides and mentors, not researchers and writers.   I will put forth 
every effort to produce my best work and I will avoid plagiarism. 
  
______________________________________  __________________ 
Student signature       Date 
  
In my judgment, this appears to be an appropriate topic for this project.   I pledge to assist this 
student as fully as is reasonable and ethical to ensure the successful completion of the project. 
 
___________________________________________ _____________________ 
 Teacher signature       Date 
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Thought Journal #1:  This assignment is your initial foray into your topic and is designed to elicit 
first responses, preconceptions, and encourage interest and ownership. This piece of writing is a 
deeply thoughtful journal entry, not yet a formal, organized literary analysis. Note: this is not your 
actual paper, nor is anything you write in here likely to actually end up in your final paper.  
                    
Due date: Monday, September 30 through turnitin.com 
  
“There is then creative reading as well as creative writing. When the mind is braced by labor and 
invention, the page of whatever book we read becomes luminous with manifold allusion. Every 
sentence is doubly significant, and the sense of our author is as broad as the world.”  

  – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
   
What should it include? 

● A rationale for your research question and topic, expanded upon from your research 
question declaration form.  

● A discussion of your first text, which you should have completed reading a second time 
through.  You should consider any or all of the following questions: 

○ What are the big ideas of the text? 
○ Which handful of specific topics, issues, or ideas did you mull as you 
      read or are you still mulling after reading? 
○ Which literary elements struck you as most compelling or interesting? 
○ Did anything surprise you about the text or challenge your 
       preconceptions about your topic or the type of text? 
 

● This discussion should include details such as quotes form the text that support your 
exploration of ideas or elements of the text, as well as specific references to events in the 
text.  Show me that you engaged with it.  You may ask questions or explore ideas; you need 
not make clear conclusions, or have an developed organizing structure at this point. 

 
What form should it take? 

● Roughly 500-750 words typed, double-spaced, in MLA format (no work cited page needed). 
● Turn in via Turnitin.com  

 
Informal in style and form—this is a conversational think piece, not a formal essay.  It will not be 
graded for language, grammar, punctuation, etc. but simply on its completeness and 
thoughtfulness.1 
  

 
1 One exception will be that points will be deducted if the basic elements of MLA format are 
missing or incorrect: correct header; left aligned name, teacher name, course name, and date; title; 
font and spacing. See the Perdue “OWL” MLA Style Guide for details and examples. 
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Thought Journal #2:  This assignment is a further exploration of your topic and is designed to 
focus and develop your initial response through a review of existing criticism of your focus text.         
           
Due date: Monday, October 28 through turnitin.com Assignment 
  
“There is then creative reading as well as creative writing. When the mind is braced by labor and 
invention, the page of whatever book we read becomes luminous with manifold allusion. Every 
sentence is doubly significant, and the sense of our author is as broad as the world.”  

  – Ralph Waldo Emerson 
   
What should it include? 

● A clarified, synthesized idea of your focus on your text at this point 
● A short summary each for three to six pieces of criticism that you have read closely and 

understood well.  These should be complete but concise.  
● A refinement of your thinking about your focus text, especially in light of the criticism. 

Consider any or all of the following questions: 
○ Which pieces of criticism were most interesting or helpful to you? 
○ Did anything surprise you or challenge your preconceptions?  
○ How has your thinking about the text been affected? 
○ If the criticism was not helpful, how have you refined your thinking about the text 

since the first prewrite?  
● This discussion should include details such as quotes from the text and the criticism that 

support or alter your exploration of ideas or elements of the text.  Show me that you engaged 
with the criticism.  Your discussion must be analytical in nature, but you may ask questions 
or explore ideas; you need not make definitive conclusions. 

● Explain how you plan to use (or why you will not use) each of the sources in your paper. 
● Must include a Works Cited page. 

  
What form should it take? 

● Roughly 750-1000 words typed, double-spaced following MLA style guidelines. 
● Turn in via turnitin.com 
● Informal in style and form—this is a conversational think piece, not a formal essay.  It will 

not be graded for language or form but simply on its completeness and thoughtfulness.2 
  

 
 
 
 

 
2 Like the last prewriting, points may be deducted for errors in MLA formatting, this time including 
the formatting of the works cited page.  
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800 Draft:  This is an unfinished version of your actual analysis paper. You are no longer just 
doing thoughtful journals but are synthesizing ideas from your researched articles into an argument 
of your own about the chosen aspect of your novel or play. It will not be your full paper, but it 
should have a complete introduction with finalized thesis. You should also include at least one full 
body paragraph. This body paragraph must include properly cited quotes from both the novel and at 
least one of your researched sources that support the focused argument you are making. The 
argument does not have to be completely proven, as the paper is not finished, but I need to see that 
you are on the right track. While you do not have to reference every source in this incomplete 
version of your paper, you should include your full works cited page at the end of the document. 
 
  
Due date: Friday, November 15 through turnitin.com  
 
 
“I think the deeper you go into questions, the deeper or more interesting the questions 
get. And I think that’s the job of art.”—Andre Dubus III  
 
 
What should it include? 

● The beginnings of an original focused argument developed from your own reading of the 
text supported by the novel and researched articles 

● Appropriate formatting and structure 
● Properly cited quotes from the novel/play and at least one researched source  
● Syntax and grammar appropriate for academic writing. 

 
What form should it take? 

● Roughly 800 words (2 pages) typed, double-spaced following MLA guidelines.  
● FORMAL in style and structure—this is NOT another think piece; it is the beginnings of 

your actual paper. 
● Submit your draft electronically, though turnitin.com 
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The Complete Rough Draft: This assignment represents your full exploration of your topic.  
You will now refine and develop your thesis into a 5-8 page rough draft of your paper. Do not be 
fooled by the term “rough draft.” This submission should be your formal, organized, and complete 
analysis of your novel, that fully integrates all of your sources in to a cohesive whole. The only 
aspect that should be “rough” are things of an editing nature, such as spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, etc. 
          
Due dates: Digital: Friday December 6, 2019 by the end of class via turnitin.com 

         Physical: Monday, December 93 at the start of class (hard copy) 
  
  
“I think the deeper you go into questions, the deeper or more interesting the questions 
get. And I think that’s the job of art.”—Andre Dubus III 
  
  
What should it include? 

● An introduction with a clear and compelling thesis statement.  The thesis should clearly 
encapsulate a specific, provable argument about your focus text.  

● A logically-organized body that persuasively makes your argument.   Use as many body 
paragraphs as you need to build your argument.  Support each point with evidence from 
your text, and/or your researched literary criticism articles.  Blend and cite quotes.  

● A conclusion that summarizes and adds insight without being repetitive. 
● A Works Cited page. 

  
What form should it take? 

● Roughly 1,500-2,000 words (6-8 pages) typed, double-spaced following the MLA style 
guidelines. 

● Formal in style and form—this is now an analytical essay.  It will be graded for language, 
organizational structure, and validity, as well as thoughtfulness and completeness.  

● THIS ASSIGNEMNT HAS TWO DUE DATES 
○ You will upload this draft to turnitin.com on Friday December 6 and then 

bring a HARD COPY of this paper to class on Monday December 9. If you are tardy that 
day, your paper will be considered late.  

 

 

 
3 If you do not have your draft with you on this date, you will be unable to participate in the revision 
assignment we will do in class that day so you will receive a zero for that assignment that cannot be 
made-up.  
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The Final Draft: This is your completed paper, submitted to be scored as a major assignment 
grade.   
 
          
Due date: Thursday, December 12 at the start of class IN CLASS (hard copy) AND on turnitin.com 
  
  
“I think the deeper you go into questions, the deeper or more interesting the questions 
get. And I think that’s the job of art.”—Andre Dubus III 
  
  
What should it include? 

● An introduction with a clear and compelling thesis statement. The thesis should clearly 
encapsulate a specific, provable argument about your focus text.  

● A logically-organized body that persuasively makes your argument. Use as many body 
paragraphs as you need to build your argument. Support each point with evidence from your 
text, criticism, and/or your illuminating text. Blend and cite quotes.  

● A conclusion that summarizes and adds insight without being repetitive. 
● A Works Cited page. 

  
What form should it take? 

● Roughly 1,500-2,000 words (6-8 pages) typed, double-spaced following the MLA style 
guidelines. 

● Formal in style and form—this is now an analytical essay.  It will be graded for language, 
organizational structure, and validity, as well as thoughtfulness and completeness. 

● You will turn this one in BOTH in turnitin.com, and in hard copy form on December 12. If 
you are tardy to class, and/or submit the electronic copy after class begins, your assignment 
will be late.  
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Rubric for Final Draft4 
 

Performance Levels 
Row Content Area/ 

Proficiency 
 
Low 

 
Medium 

 
High 

1 Thesis Responds to the prompt with a defensible thesis that presents an interpretation and may establish a line 
of reasoning. 

1pt 
2 Analysis and 

Argument 
 
(“Textual 
references” in this 
row refer those 
from the novel or 
play the essay is 
primarily about, 
not the sources.) 

Summarizes	the	plot/text	
without	reference	to	a	thesis.	 
OR	 
Provides	non-specific	
references	to	the	text.	 
OR	 
Provides	references	to	the	text	
that	are	vaguely	relevant.	 
AND	 
Provides	little	or	no	
commentary.	 

3 Pts 

Makes	textual	references	
(direct	quotes	or	paraphrases)	
that	are	relevant	to	the	thesis.	 
AND	 
Provides	commentary	that	
explains	the	relationship	
between	evidence	and	the	
thesis;	however,	commentary	
is	uneven,	limited,	or	
incomplete.		
 

6 Pts 

Makes	textual	references	
(direct	quotes	or	
paraphrases)	that	are	
relevant	to	the	thesis.	 
AND	 
Provides	well-developed	
commentary	that	consistently	
and	explicitly	explains	the	
relationship	between	the	
evidence	and	the	thesis.		

	
9	Pts 

3 Select and use 
evidence 
 
(From researched 
sources) 

The	response	includes	some	
relevant	and	credible	evidence,	
though	the	evidence	may	be	
insufficient	in	quantity,	or	have	
no	clear	relation	to	the	
argument.		

2 Pts 

The	response	includes	mostly	
relevant	and	credible	
evidence,	which	provide	
decent	support	and	has	at	
least	a	plausible	connection	to	
the	argument.	

4 Pts 

The	response	includes	
relevant,	credible	and	
sufficient	evidence	to	support	
its	argument.	 
 
 

6pts 
4 Apply Conventions  

 
(MLA Format and 
Citations) 

The	response	is	recognizable	as	
following	MLA	style	
throughout,	including	
appropriate	in-text	citations	
and	works	cited	page,	though	
with	many	errors.	

1	Pt	

The	response	follows	MLA	
style	throughout,	including	
appropriate	in-text	citations	
and	works	cited	page,	though	
with	some	errors.	 

 
2 Pts 

The	consistently	follows	MLA	
style	throughout,	including	
appropriate	in-text	citations	
and	works	cited	page. 

 
 

3 Pts 

5 Apply Conventions  
 
(Grammar, 
Conventions, & 
Language) 

The	essay	is	somewhat	
appropriate	but	may	contains	
flaws	in	grammar	and	
conventions	or	multiple	
instances	of	a	style	
inappropriate	for	an	academic	
audience	
	
	
	
.	 

1 Pt 

The	essay	is	mostly	
appropriate	but	may	contain	
some	flaws	in	grammar	and	
conventions	or	a	few	instances	
of	a	style	inappropriate	for	an	
academic	audience.	 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Pts 

The	response	creates	variety,	
emphasis,	and	interest	to	the	
reader	through	the	use	of	
effective	sentences	and	
precision	of	word	choice.	The	
written	style	is	consistently	
appropriate	for	an	academic	
audience,	although	the	
response	may	have	a	few	
errors	in	grammar	and	style.	 

3 Pts 
 

 

4 A	score	of	0	is	assigned	to	a	single	row	of	the	rubric	when	the	essay	displays	a	below-minimum	level	of	quality	as	identified	
in	that	row	of	the	rubric.		

A	score	of	0	is	assigned	to	entire	paper	when	the	essay	does	not	have	a	works	cited	page.	
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Rubric to Gradebook Conversion Scale 

 

Total Rubric  

 

Gradebook  

 

Total Rubric 

 

Gradebook 

22 100 11 72 

21 98 10 70 

20 95 9 68 

19 92 8 65 

18 90 7 60 

17 88 6 55 

16 85 5 50 

15 82 4 40 

14 80 3 30 

13 78 2 20 

12 75 1 10 

 


